Undescribed variant muscle--"deep abductor-flexor" of the little finger, in relation to ulnar nerve compression at the wrist.
During routine anatomical dissection in the hypothenar region of the left hand of a 64-year-old female cadaver, a number of variant structures were observed. The most prominent finding in our case was a supernumerary muscle hitherto unknown in the anatomical literature. This variant muscle had a muscular body formed by the connection of two deeply situated muscular bellies--medial and lateral. The lateral belly originated from the flexor retinaculum, the medial one--from the hamate bone. The common muscular body inserted to the antero-lateral surface of the base of the fifth proximal phalanx. Due to its location and possible function, we named the variant muscle "deep abductor-flexor" of the little finger. The flexor digiti minimi brevis muscle showed two proximal tendons--the medial tendon was attached to the hamulus of the hamate bone while the aberrant lateral tendon originated from the lateral part of the flexor retinaculum. Both, the aberrant lateral tendon of the flexor digiti minimi brevis and the lateral belly of the "deep abductor-flexor", passed over the palmar branch of the ulnar nerve, which define their possible clinical significance in ulnar nerve compression. Therefore, the variations of the hypothenar muscles are reviewed and their relation to the compression of the ulnar nerve is discussed.